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F‘un‘ Family Programs are‘a Hit!

+ About 2,211 visited the 12th annual Black History
Family Festival February 4, 2017. The festival
celebrated African American Educators and
featured keynote speaker Dr. Vincent Gaddis,
Professor of History and Director of Global Studies at
Benedictine University.

Studio 270 organized a Teen Job Fair April 12, 2017 with
18 local businesses and 201 attendees.

The Library hosted the kickoff to a month-long series
of healthy programs sponsored by Activate Elgin. The
March into Health kickoff March 1, 2017 attracted 350

visitors who enjoyed a Ninja warriors demo and fresh

fruit giveaway.

* Library staff worked with the Enhancing Elgin
committee and many other organizations to create
this first-time Elgin event in which public buildings
were open for tours. The Rakow Branch played
ball when it showed off its environmental features
to visitors.

* Mobile Beacon Hot Spots

* PlayAway Launchpads—preloaded children's learning
tablet great for car trips

* Early Literacy Kits—books, puppets, games and more
in one kit

* Umbrellas—for that rainy day

* Oculus Rift—virtual reality with dinosaurs, art galleries
and more

bit.ly/gb-or-vid
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Participant Brigid Kehoe's mother wrote
to the Library months later to tell Library
staff how the ISS talk influenced her
daughter:

The Discover Space: A Cosmic Journey Exhibit ended
July 5 with 151,259 visitors to the Main Library during the
exhibit. On June 30, the Library hosted a live video chat
with International Space Station Astronaut Jeff Williams
and NASA Lead CapCom Hal Getzelman in Houston in

which 30 local students asked questions. The experience of talking with an
astronaut made a real impression on
my daughter Brigid. She is a math
and science girl and the 1SS video
chat reinforced that passion. When
she spent the month of July in Mexico
with her grandmother, she was always
wearing her purple GBPL shirt from
the space talk event.

Looking forward to seeing you again at

Visit
isitors our library. Thank you for everything.

Sincerely, Maureen Kehoe

—
Grandmothers
Hit a Grand Slam

February 14 to April 30, 2017

Grandmother Power: A Global Phenomenon Exhibit
put the spotlight on activist grandmothers around
the world who were tackling issues such as AIDS and
world hunger. Library visitors told us about their
grandmothers from all over the world. The video
posted of the Grandmother Power exhibit got nearly
5,000 views.

Gail Borden Public Library District

jailborden.info
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The Library partnered with the Elgin Garden Club
to celebrate its 100th anniversary. Richard Deverell,
Director of Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, spoke

to a crowd of 210, with 35 more watching the
live-stream upstairs.

Wisconsin resident Jarrod Roll brought his exhibit of
100 Star Wars action figures, 19 vehicles and 13 playsets
from 1978 to 1985 to the Library and presented a
vintage toy talk about collecting toys.

The Rakow Branch hosted Wisconsin author

Clark Kidder, who gave a presentation about his
grandmother, Emily Kidder, who as a child journeyed
from New York City to the Midwest on an orphan train.

The Library's monthly Writers on the Fox group
published their first book! The Writers on the Fox:

A Short Collection of the Musings, Memoirs and Mysteries
of a Magical Group is now available for check-out.

The Sunday Afternoon Concert Series continued to
offer performances by acclaimed artists such as the
Liang-He Piano Duo, ESO Violinist Isabella Lippi and
Soprano Diane Bolden-Taylor, who performed Art Songs
of Black Composers.

WGN Radio Legends Steve King & Johnnie Putman
spoke on December 3 about their friendship with jazz
great Les Paul.

The Rakow Branch continued to offer environment-
focused programs and raised Painted Ladies and
Monarch butterflies then released them into the
butterfly garden.

bit. ly/S\X/NAwdeo



Dinosaur Giants: An Exhibit from the Sereno Fossil Lab
was on display at the Library to accompany the Reading
is Gigantic! Summer Reading Challenge. Visitors went
backintimetoa prehistoric world more than 100 million
years old to see life-size replica dinosaur giants. The
dinosaur skeleton replicas are based on actual fossils
discovered by the team of world famous University of
Chicago paleontologist Dr. Paul Sereno.

One grandmother brought three grandchildren and
told a staffmember '

“Pyy so grateful for you and this library! 1
had wanted to go to the Jurassic Park exhibit
downtown Chicago, but it’s a 3 hour wait and
about $SS per child with the total cost of the
special exhibit! My friend told me to come to
Gail Borden instead, and I'm so glad | did!
Thank you so much!”

Fourteen-year-old Peter Graf was a toddler when he
visited the library in 2005, when GIANTS was on display
for the first time and became enamored of dinosaurs
and the discoveries of Paul Sereno. When only nine years
old, he worked on a dig in Utah. Peter is now attending
the Webb Schools in Claremont, California, the only

high school in the United States with a paleontology
program. Peter's mom, Alma-Marie Graf, told us

“The librarians here have catered to Peter’'s needs.
They have not tried to limit him. The Library has
been instrumental in helping Peter develop his
interest in dinosaurs and learning.”

33

two-story foot-tall
Jobaria Skeleton
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Social Media Covering all the Bases

. i r line was viewed -
The video of the Cubs Trophy Tou e wa —_ Sl | S

more than 3,000 times within a couple of days and — Sty
garnered 130 likes and 25 shares. U A S—

gailbordenino

» Authors like Laura Numeroff, James Patterson,
Jeffrey Deaver, Anna McQuinn and Rainbow Rowell,
as well as the Chicago Cubs and Svengoolie have
favorited, commented on and/or retweeted Library
Twitter posts.

* The Library established an Instagram channel, which
has more than 1,300 followers.

Double Header Food ==
for Fines =1

Two food for fines programs, one in July the other in
April, received a great response from the community.

15,875

Food for Fines items collected

Playing Hardball |
with Misinformation: ~_ Librarians vs. Fake News
Librarians vs. | 3

Fake News

The Library hosted this team of MVP information
specialists to coach those seeking legitimate news.
The program was created in partnership with the lllinois

Library Association, Reaching Across lllinois Library 1,700

System and the lllinois Advocacy Committee. Views of video on YouTube




Accolades

Digital Services Director Monica Dombrowski was
recognized as @ 2017 Library Journal Mover & Shaker
for creating Gail's Toolkit, an online portal that provides
technology teaching materials for all public libraries.
Monica was featured in the March 15, 2017 issue of
Library Journal.

The Library was named School District U-46's 2016-17
"Business of the Year." U-46 CEO Tony Sanders
recognized the significant value of the district-library
partnership, including the summer reading challenge,
summer school at the library, creating booklists with
typically underrepresented heroes and more.

Former NASA CapCom and Elgin native Hal Getzelman
received an Elgin Image Award from the City of Elginin
the individual/professional category for his assistance
with the 2016 1SS Space Chat and Space exhibit

and programs. ‘

Library Board Member Patricia Harkin was honored

at the 2016 Elgin Area Chamber's Community
Thanksgiving Luncheon for her volunteer work at the
Library, contributing more than 660 hours of work in the
Gail's Sales book room.

Gail Borden Library won first place in the Public
Library Association National Library Legislative Day
Video Contest in which libraries were invited to
create a 60-second video about the importance of
library funding, access to information and research,
and/or privacy.

The 1SS Space Chat hosted by Gail Borden Library was
featured in the 2016 American Library Association's
Public Programs Office 2016 Annual Report.

Digital Services Supervisor Monica Dombrowski, Director
of Information Services Melissa Bernasek and Digital
Services Supervisor Shana Lopez authored a chapter,
The Accidental Trainer: Instructional Librarianship in

the Modern-Day Library, for Teaching Technology in
Libraries: Creative Ideas for Training Staff, Patrons and
Students, 2017.

Monica Dombrowski

National Library Legislative Day Video

l | VAN

bit.ly/gb-WLF

TeaChing Idea:
Technology Tfﬁ.ining

. = . Staff,
in Libraries P
Students

Edited by
Carol Smallwood and Lura Sanborn
Fareword by James G. Neal
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Community Engagement Liaison Danielle Henscn Dawielle Henson and Tish Calhamer
received the 2017 Betty Brown Award for Racial Justice -
at the YWCA Leader Luncheon.

Readers Services & Civic Engagement Librarian Tish
Calhamer and Danielle Henson received a Distinguished
Service Award for Community Partnership from the
Elgin Police Department. Gail Borden Public Library
received the award as an organization.

Grants ' $73 | 15

$43,600 Summer Reading/Exhibit Grants/Donations: $43,600. We thank generous donors
the EFS Foundation, Elgin State Bank, Seigle Family, Palmer Foundation, KCT
Credit Union, the Kane County Riverboat Grant along with another anonymous
donor, as their funds were added to the Gail Borden Public Library Foundation
support for this significant program and exhibit.

$10,000 Comcast Internet Essentials grant for technology classes.

$6'000 The Florence B. and Cornelia A. Palmer Foundation funded La Flor de Roca
bilingual children's theater production.

$5,000 The American Dream Grant awarded by the American Library Association for a
mobile website and new technology to reach English Language Learners, called
Hello Elgin, Hello English.

$2,200 Sponsorship of Career Online High School from Lundstrom Insurance and the
Rotary Club of Elgin.

$2,000 The Public Library Association’s Demco Upstart Award for Innovation recognized
Gold Star Partners, a summer reading initiative including 31 community
partnerships that reached 2,413 children.

$2,000 Rotary Club of Elgin for South Elgin Branch

$1’350 Elgin Community College partnership for Hispanic Heritage Celebration/Black
History Fest/Asian Pacific Fest

$1’000 ECCO funds supported Jr. Naturalist Camp at Rakow Branch and a presentation
from Midwest Museum of Natural History at South Elgin Branch.




The opening of the South Elgin Branch Library in July of
2017 was reflective of the importance of development
to the Library district. The branch could not have
opened at this time without significant fundraising.
Approximately half of the cost of opening the South
Elgin Branch was paid for by organizations’ and
individuals' beliefs in library impact.

Due to the generosity of the Hoffer Family Foundation,
Jack and Marlene Shales and many others, more than
1,000 people came out on one of the hottest days of the
year to celebrate the grand opening of the South Elgin
Branch on July 24, 2016.

The Hoffer Foundation Plague states
In 1953 Bob and Helen Hoffer had a vision for their
company, Hoffer Plastics Corporation. It was to
build a company culture embodying the values of
Family, Integrity, Service, and Trust, while being a
responsible, meaningful contributor and neighbor in
the South Elgin Community.

Now more than ever, the South Elgin Branch Library
serves as a vital resource in the community, providing
educational, professional and social service that can
change and enrich people’s lives. We are proud to
support this dedicated Library space and to continue
our ongoing commitment to make a difference in the
lives of the people of South Elgin.

Foundation funds were instrumental in enabling

the Library to bring engaging educational exhibits

to the community. The interactive Robot Zoo was
funded entirely by the Foundation. The selling of

books and other fundraising events and the additional
commitment of the EFS Foundation, Elgin State Bank,
the KCT Credit Union, the Palmer Foundation, the Seigle
Family Foundation and the Kane County Riverboat Fund
enabled the library to bring the towering Giants in for
the summer reading program time period.

Foundation members appeared at the 4th of July
Parade, the Annual Ask and the Annual Book Sale
and Art Show.

The Gail Borden Public Library Trustees - President Libby Hoeft, Vice-President Sue Moylan, Secretary Jerry Turnquist,
Treasurer Paul Larson, Director Jo Ann Armenta, Director Jean Bednar, Director Harry Blizzard, Director Maria Iride Cardoba,
Director Larry Jones, Director Leo Nelson, Director Toya Randall, Director Karen Schock, Director Jack Shales, Director
Marlene Shales and Director Clarence Wittenstrom, Jr.
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Astronaut chats live
with Elgin audience
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Elgin manufacturers showease innovation, changes in industry |
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Gail Borden Library opens South Elgin location
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Main Library
270 N. Grove Ave.
Elgin, IL 60120
847-742-2411

Rakow Branch
2751 W. Bowes Rd.
Elgin, IL 60124
847-531-7271

South Elgin Branch
127 S. McLean Blvd.
South Elgin, IL 60177

847-931-2090

Gail Borden Public Library District

www. gailborden.info




